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Executive Summary
This special edition annual report reflects Kitchen Table Literary Art’s adaptability and
commitment to our mission. When COVID-19 interrupted our 2019-2020 year, we found
ourselves thrust into uncertainty and initially stunned—unsure, like everyone else,
about how the pandemic would affect our families and friends, our personal and
professional lives. Like most organizations, we took a moment to absorb the shock of it
all. Then, we decided to pivot our organization’s
programs and community presence as best we
could, hopeful that 2021 would be different, better,
and back to some sort of normalcy.
While the summer of 2020 met us with continued
unease about the global pandemic, we also
experienced one of the most active and engaged
moments of social activism since the civil rights
movement. Black Lives Matter protests sprung up
around the world, and for a moment, we seemed
on the verge of radical change. The political
landscape, economic landscape, and the world
health landscape rumbled and fractured in 2020, and organizations, particularly those
in the arts, found themselves struggling to navigate it all.
At the start of 2021, it became increasingly clear that things would most definitely be
different, but the chance for things to be “better” or “normal” remained slim. Yet, we
remained hopeful and positive. We stayed encouraged and inspired by our work and
our community as always. Perhaps that is what keeps us going, keeps us responsive to
change rather than reactive to it.
The 2019 – 2021 years have been our most challenging to date, but our robust sense of
community and dedication to flexibility served us well. With creative programming
ideas, support from individual donors and foundations, and a genuine desire to serve
community and sustain all that we’ve built, we are here.
We still write here.
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Programming Overview
These past two years came with their challenges, but we survived. We capitalized on
the high energy from our Birthday Barbecue and Building Fundraiser and used all the love
we received from the community to fuel our work for the 2019-2020 programming year.
We ran a successful Sips and Stories, featuring stories by Edwidge Danticat, Jhumpa
Lahiri, and Tananarive Due, kicked off our Book Club at the Woodson, with two new
reading series, “For the Love of Florida” showcasing the work of Zora Neale Hurston
and “The Sunshine State,” where we read novels by Ladee Hubbard and our very own
Sheree L. Greer. Our #YearofMemoirs Community Conversation wrapped up nicely, and
even though our esteemed community partner, Blue Sage Boutique decided to close
their brick-and-mortar shop, we had a great end of the year with a special guest
facilitator, writer, activist, and diversity and equity professional Nikotras Perkins from
Ubuntu Research in Milwaukee.
In January, we started 2020 hopeful and encouraged, our Book Club at the Woodson and a
new year of Community Conversations, #YearofInternationalVoices, got off to a great
start. In February, we participated in the Third Annual Tampa Bay Publishing Conference
with Wordier Than Thou and Creative Pinellas.
When the global pandemic abruptly halted
everything, we found ourselves faced with difficult
decisions. We cancelled the remaining Getaway: A
Weekend for Writing retreats and cancelled book club
meetings until we could formulate a plan. As an
organization that prides itself on its flexibility,
responsiveness, and adaptability, we took a little time
to reorganize and continued our work exclusively
online, and with a bit of a learning curve from our
supporters and book club members, we were able to
salvage the remaining book club meetings and had our
most successful year of online creative writing classes
to date. We offered Protest Poetry, Where Are We: Crafting Compelling Setting in Your
Work, and Learn ‘Em, Break ‘Em: Creative Writing Basics with writer and facilitator Silk
Jazmyne Hindus stepping up to teach multiple classes. We adapted our popular,
Weekday Writing Get Downs for virtual participation and experienced nationwide reach
with Black women and women of color writers from across the nation joining us for two
and a half hours of uninterrupted writing time twice a month.
To celebrate our sixth birthday, we organized and hosted a twenty-four-hour IG-Athon
on Instagram. The day long, virtual party included live performances from local poets
and writers, interviews and conversations with community leaders and entrepreneurs,
and throwback pictures all day long. Tired and happy, we brought in our 2020-2021
year energetic and focused. We made the difficult decision to end the Book Club at the
Woodson and suspend our Getaway: A Weekend for Writing retreats indefinitely, but we
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committed to making Sips and Stories season work as best we could virtually. Switching
out “Meet for Drinks” for “Make the Drinks,” Jasmine Smith and Slam Anderson
curated the series to include short stories paired with craft cocktails, recipes and stories
provided! Moving our programs to virtual offerings allowed us to explore more
workshops and classes in efforts to stay active and stay available to the community of
writers and readers we’ve built over the years. We took our storytelling online and
created a virtual “You Choose the Ending” series, featuring stories on our blog with
recording readings where participants voted on the ending. Our virtual versions of
Community Conversations (finishing up the #YearofInternationalVoices and kicking off
the #YearofAfroFuturism) have been excellent. Under Jasmine Smith’s and SilkJazmyne’s leadership, the program featured visits from the authors and more access for
readers across Tampa Bay and beyond.
Successfully transitioning and redesigning programs to deliver the quality, socially
engaged literary arts-based programming on which we have built our reputation has
been both challenge and opportunity. As 2020 gave way to 2021, and more communities
and organizations responded to the pandemic in kind, we were able to collaborate and
partner with The ReadOut Festival sponsored by the Gulfport LGBTQ Resource center,
the Bluestockings Collective in Manhattan, and Jobsite Theatre for a safely distanced,
masked-up limited performance of Twilight starring Andresia Mosely.
Our team’s creativity, enthusiasm, and focus are stronger than ever as we continue to
navigate the world during the continuing global health crisis, and even in the virtual
space, we will keep working toward our mission and staying true to our values.
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Select/Highlighted Programs
2019-2020
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2020-2021
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Financial Overview
What a year! When we last left off, Kitchen Table had an amazing fifth birthday
fundraiser and announced the kickoff for our capital campaign to secure a brick-andmortar space for offices, classes, and coworking. The donations were pouring in, and it
was a great feeling to have our community behind us, then COVID-19 reared its ugly
head and the world shut down.
With the CDC’s “Safer at
Home” orders, we needed to
seriously reconsider our
plans for fundraising for a
physical space. Additionally,
unemployment skyrocketed,
and the last thing people
were going to spend their
money on were creative
writing classes.

Donations
2019-2020

Operational
Expenses
25%
Getaway
2%
Summer
Classes
27%

Building
Fund
46%

Building Fund
Summer Classes
Getaway
Operational Expenses

As fundraising seized and
our revenue stream dried
up, we decided to suspend
the capital campaign and focus on offering free creative writing classes for Black and
women of color writers. With the help from the community, we raised enough funding
to offer thirty-five women the opportunity to take free online creative writing classes
through our Creative Writing Society.
Even with transitioning temporarily to our new normal, our 6th Birthday Fundraiser
went virtual, and we were able to meet our fundraising goal. Additionally, funding
from the Gobioff Foundation, the Raymond James Charitable Foundation, and the
Academy of American Poets helped shore up the
revenue losses and provide for the added expenses of
scaling up our technology for virtual programming.
#GivingTuesdayNow, an urgent call to support
nonprofit organizations was instituted earlier than the
usual November day of giving, and individual donors
stepped up to help us meet our facilitator and teaching
artist stipend commitments.
It is uncertain how long the pandemic will affect our
organization, yet we remain hopeful that despite the
economic crunch that persisted through 2021, we will always find ways to meet our
financial obligations, pursue our financial goals, and grow as an organization.
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Board and Community Highlights
Our board association is comprised of professionals across industries, each providing
support, guidance, and encouragement as we continue our work. Each board member
contributes valuable perspectives specific to their professional expertise and personal
experience.
Ashley Butler, entrepreneur and owner of Ice Cold Air-South Dale Mabry
Orlando Pizana, associate professor, St. Petersburg College
Dr. Adella Deacon, attorney, Sable Law Group
Adrienne Hudson Newlon , editor, activist, community advocate
Dr. Albert Farr, associate provost, Des Moines Area Technical College
Donald Gordon, solution consultant, Meperia

Board Member Spotlight
Our board member Dr. Albert Farr has been a
consistent and valued champion of our work at
Kitchen Table Literary Arts. We appreciate his
support of our annual calendar initative and
fundraising drives. As an educator and higher
education administator, his insight has the
potential to help us develop a more robust
Creative Writing Society, as his program development experience and passion for
African American Literature will undoubtedly contribute to our work in designing a
literature-based creative writing certificate specifically for Black women and women of
color writers.
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Community Member Spotlight
One of our most successful reader-based programs, Sips and Stories,
was inspired by community member Alexis Sears Holley. As an
educator, Alexis recognizes the importance of reading and the
value of good literary art. She encouraged us to re-envision what it
meant to be inclusive of individuals who enjoyed reading but
didn’t necessarily have the time to read an entire book. Thus, Sips
and Stories was born! With experience as a bartender, Alexis has
also contributed to our organization as a volunteer for our We Write
Here: Black Women and Women of Color Writers Networking event and our virtual
reimagining of Sips and Stories, joining our Zoom conversation and making curated
cocktails as we shifted to “Read the Story. Make the Drinks.” We are thankful for her
consistent and energetic participation in the Sips and Stories programming and her
support of Kitchen Table Literary Arts overall!

Advisory Board
The Kitchen Table Literary Arts advisory board includes Valerie Boyd (Charlayne
Hunter-Gault Distinguished Writer in Residence, Associate Professor, Journalism, Grady
College of Journalism and Mass Communication at The University of Georgia), Sheree Renee
Thomas (award-winning author of Nine Bar Blues and editor of The Magazine of Fantasy &
Science Fiction), and Shay Youngblood (author and playwright, Black Girl in Paris and Soul
Kiss (novels) and Amazing Grace, Shakin' the Mess Outta Misery and Talking Bones (plays)).
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Organization Information
Director, Sheree L. Greer
Contact: sheree@kitchen-table.org
Outreach Director, Tiffiany “Slam” Anderson
Contact: slam@kitchen-table.org
Financial Director, Jasmine M. Smith
Contact: jasmine@kitchen-table.org

Mission
Kitchen Table Literary Arts Center builds awareness, appreciation, and support for
women of color and Black women writers, poets, and their work. In addition to our
outreach across communities, we also offer beginner, intermediate, and master level
writing courses exclusively for Black women and women of color writers.

Kitchen Table Literary Arts Center, Inc.
PO BOX 5464
Tampa, FL 33675
info@kitchen-table.org
www. kitchen-table.org
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